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late autumn of 1929 was the fall of Voldemaras at the instance of
President Smetona; at first there was some hope in Poland that
the change would lead to better relations with Lithuania, but this
soon vanished, as the new Lithuanian Government under Tubelis,
with Zaunius as Foreign Minister, intimated that there would be
no alteration of policy.
The Seym met again on December 5, and during the month
that preceded its opening the Switalski Government, the Govern-
ment Block and the Opposition took the opportunity of putting
their views before the country. The Socialists were particularly
bitter; their paper, the Robotnik, declared that Pilsudski had
completely changed, was no longer democratic, and had become a
reactionary. It was said that at least one reason for their hostility
arose from the loss by prominent members of the party of well-
paid positions in connection with the National Health Insurance
offices, the Government having replaced them by its own officials.
The Peasant Parties declared against the Government, as did most
of the National Minority groups. The National Democrats had
always opposed Pilsudski and continued to do so. The advocates
of the regime said they would never abandon the fight for a
strong and stable Government, and that their object was not to
gain power, for they already had it, but the creation of a sane
Constitution such as Pilsudski was trying for.
PILSUDSKl'S AIMS
One of the best expositions of the aims of the Marshal was that
given by Kwiatkowski at Lwow on December i, 1929:
As regards the task undertaken by Marshal Pilsudski—the realization
of the indispensable reform—it is not a question of a fight against national
representation, since it was the Marshal himself who called it into being,
and who has many times maintained that the Parliament in a free
democracy, the outcome of a General Election, constitutes an effective
factor in the life of a free State. Marshal Pilsudski has always tried and
will continue to try to make the idea triumph that a Constitution for
Poland must not be copied from something foreign, but must have its
own character in correspondence with the natural conditions of tbe
country. For success the Government must have the necessary power.
The control of the Government by the Seym must not mean its inter-
ference with the business of the State. Methods of work tmidsst fee*

